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Task of the Church / Nurture of God’s People
   



            
           Lecture 3

Title: Pastoral Nurture/Intercessory Prayers for God’s People
Purpose: To instruct the hearers that pastoral nurture is a vital aspect of the church’s nurture and motivate them to do something about it.

Introduction

1. One of the tasks of the church of Jesus Christ is the nurture of its members. And this nurture includes both pastoral and congregational nurture. Pastoral nurture includes the ministry of God’s word and intercessory prayer. In our previous lecture, we have considered the ministry of God’s word. Now we consider the other aspect of pastoral nurture – intercessory prayers for God’s people. 
2. In dealing with this subject, we shall do so under four headings: 1) The Biblical Basis of This Duty 2) An Objection to This Duty 3) Some Practical Guidelines in the Implementation of This Duty. 

Trans:
Let us consider the first...

I.
THE BIBLICAL BASIS/PROOFS OF THIS DUTY
A. The Pattern Given by the 12 Apostles of Jesus – Acts 6:2-4 (READ)
1. Here the apostles state what the focus of their work is as overseers of God’s church. Although they had oversight over all the affairs of the church in Jerusalem, and even all the churches of Christ, the focus of their work as overseers is prayer and the ministry of God’s word. This provides the pattern for pastors of local churches. Although pastors have oversight over all the affairs of the church they have been appointed, the focus of their work should be prayers and the ministry of God’s word. 

2. And the joining of these two together, prayer and the ministry of God’s word, indicates that the two must not be separated. They should go hand in hand. A pastor should continually give his attention not just to the ministry of God’s word but also to prayers.
a. Calvin on Act 6: “Therefore, pastors must not think that they have done their duty that they need to do no more when they have spent some time in teaching....They adjoin [connect –JFM] thereunto prayer, not that they alone ought to pray, (for that is an exercise common to all godly,) but because they have peculiar causes to pray above all others. There is no man which ought not to be careful for the common salvation of the Church. How much more, then, the ought the pastor, who hath that function enjoined [commanded-JFM] him by name to labor carefully for it?....Again, we must always remember that, that we lose all our labor bestowed on plowing, sowing, and watering, unless the increased comes from heaven (1Cor 3:7). Therefore, it shall not suffice [not enough –JFM] to take great pains in teaching, unless we require the blessing at the hands of the Lord, that our labor may not be in vain and unfruitful. Hereby it appeareth that the exercise of prayer is not in vain commended unto the ministers of the word.”  

b. Calvin on Isa 37:4 “...it is the duty of a prophet, not only to comfort the afflicted by the word of the Lord, but also to offer his prayers for their salvation. Let not pastors and ministers of the word, therefore, think that they have fully discharged their duty, when they have exhorted and taught, if they do not also add prayer.”
B. The Example Given in the NT Scriptures 
1.
The example of the apostle Paul
a. In many of his letters to churches, Paul opens by telling Christians of his prayers for them. And this indicates that an essential part of his ministerial labors for them as a minister of God’s word is his continual prayer for them.  
b. Let us speed-read those passages of Scriptures.

· Rom 1:8-10 (READ). Note that Paul here says that he has been unceasing or constant in praying for these believers in Rome. And he calls God as His witness to this because people might find such statement difficult to believe. But Paul wants these believers to believe that he has been constantly laboring for them in prayer. Although later we find that Paul asked that the believers in Rome to pray for him (15:30f), and yet here he tells them that he is constantly praying for them
· Eph 1:15-16 (READ). Then Paul specifies the particular substance of his prayers for them. EBCNT: “Paul assures the Ephesians of his unremitting remembrance of them in his prayers by way of both thanksgiving and intercession. He had already taken on responsibilities in relation to other churches. ‘Remembering’ is ‘making mention’ and implies that those whom Paul particularly interceded were actually named before God.” Again, we find later that Paul asked the believers in Ephesus to pray for him (6:15f), and yet here he informs them that he is constantly praying for them.
· Phil 1:3-6 (READ). Paul’s confidence of God’s saving work in these Philippian believers fuels his prayers for them. And here the word translated “prayer” is not the general word for prayer but it a specific word which means petition or entreaty. This indicates that joy permeated Paul’s prayers even while he interceded for the needs of the believers in Philippi. Again note the word “always” (v. 4). This indicates the constancy and consistency of Paul’s prayer for the believers in Philippi. Although Paul was assured for the prayers of the believers in Philippi (1:19), and yet he also assures them of his constantly intercession for them.
· Col 1:9-12 (READ). Again Paul here speaks of his ceasing prayers for the believers in Colossae. And while later Paul asked for the payers of these believers (4:3f), and yet he wants to assure them of his constant prayers for them.
· 1Thes 1:2-5 (READ). The phrase “all of you” indicates that Paul did not exclude any of the believers in Thessalonica in his prayers. Every single one of them, no matter how obscure, was included in Paul’s prayers. And making mention of all of them in his prayer enabled him not just to thank God for their progress but also to intercede for their advancement. 
· Philm 4-7 (READ). The “you” here are all singulars. This indicates that this letter was addressed particularly to Philemon, although others are also mention in the opening statement. This also indicates that Paul did not just pray for churches in general but also for individual members.
c.
From all of these passages it is clear that Paul took the apostolic pattern set in Acts 6:4 very seriously – “But we must devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” And if this is true of an apostle of Jesus, who was a pastor of the universal church, then this must be true of pastors of local churches. This aspect of the pastoral work must never be neglected.
2.
The example made by Epaphras
a.
Col 4:12 (READ). There is no question that Epaphras was the one who preached the gospel in Colossae and through him the church in that place was formed (1:7). And this minister of God’s word did not just labor hard in preaching and teaching but also in praying for those who have come to believe and became members of the church in Colossae. He is described as always laboring earnestly for them in his prayers, that they might stand perfect and fully assured in all the revealed will of God. Undoubtedly this refers to the danger of wondering under the influence of the heretical teachings in Colossae. 
b.
So we see here again that the ministry of God’s word is always closely linked with intercessory prayers. The pastor’s job includes both the ministry of God’s word (in public and private) and intercessory prayers for those who have been ministered to. 

3.
The example the by the Lord Jesus Himself 
a.
The Lord Jesus is designated in 1Pet 5:4 as the Chief Shepherd who will reward faithful pastors or shepherds when He returns in glory. 
b.
And how did the Lord Jesus go about His work as the Chief Shepherd? He did not only preached and taught His sheep, but He also prayed for them. 
· We find an example of His prayer for His people in general in John 17 – 17:9, 15, 20 (READ).
· And we find His specific prayer for Peter in Lk 22:31-32 (READ). 
c.
In the light of this, can under shepherds think they can fulfill their work as ministers of the word without praying for those whom they minister to? Unthinkable. John Owen: “I believe that no man can have any evidence in his own soul that he doth conscientiously perform any ministerial duty toward his flock, who doth not continually pray for them. Let him preach as much as he will, visit as much as he will, speak as much as he will, unless God doth keep up in him a spirit of pray in his closet and family for them, he can have no evidence that he doth perform any ministerial duty in a due manner, or that what he doth is accepted with God. I speak to them who are wise and understand these things.”
C.
The Explicit Directive Given in James 5:14-15 (READ)

1.
EBCNT: “Sickness is another circumstance where prayer is needed, and concerning such prayer James gives detailed instructions. The sick person "should call for the elders of the church...Thus, the sick person is to call the pastors of the church "to pray over him and anoint him with oil." Prayer is the more significant of the two ministries performed by the elders. "Pray" is the main verb, while "anoint" is a participle. Moreover, the overall emphasis of the paragraph is on prayer. So the anointing is a secondary action. There are a number of reasons for understanding this application of oil as medicinal rather than sacramental. The word aleipsantes ("anoint") is not the usual word for sacramental or ritualistic anointing. James could have used the verb chrio if that had been what he had in mind. The distinction is still observed in modern Greek, with aleipho meaning "to daub," "to smear," and chrio meaning "to anoint." Furthermore, it is a well-documented fact that oil was one of the most common medicines of biblical times....It is evident, then, that James is prescribing prayer and medicine.......The assurance is given that prayer "will make the sick person well." In the final analysis this is what effects the healing. In answer to "the prayer offered in faith," God uses the medicine to cure the malady. The statement "the Lord will raise him up" means that the sick man will be enabled to get up from his sick bed. If it was sin that occasioned his sickness, "he will be forgiven." This suggests the possibility that, because of persistence in sin, God sent sickness as a disciplinary agent (cf. 1Cor 11:30). The conditional clause "if he has sinned" makes it clear that not all sickness is the result of sin.”
2.
I want to emphasizes here that this healing is not absolute,  as clear from the case of Paul (2Cor 12:7-9) and Timothy (1Tim 5:23). But it is a general promise. The believing prayers of the elders of the church will make effective the medication used for the healing of the sick. However, this is not an absolute but a general promise. 

3.
But what I want you particularly to notice in the passage is that the elders or pastors of the church that the sick person are particularly to call. They have a special responsible to pray both for the physical and well spiritual concerns of the members of the church.

4.
This does not mean that only the elders should pray, for later James speaks of members praying for one another (5:16).  However, the fact that the sick person is to call particularly the elders to pray over him indicates that they have a special responsibility to pray for the members of the church.  
Trans:
Having considered the Biblical Basis or Proofs of this duty, let us consider secondly...
II.
AN OBJECTION TO THIS DUTY
A. Some Christians might find the idea disturbing that pastors have a special responsibility to pray particularly for the members of the church. For does this not imply that pastors have greater access to God than ordinary members or ordinary Christians? The answer is a resounding – NO! 
B. And why? Let me give you several reasons why.

1. First, the Bible is clear that under the New Covenant all Christians have free access to the Father through Jesus Christ.  Eph 2:18 (READ) - It is solely through Jesus Christ (‘him” is emphatic) that both Jews and Gentiles now (present tense) have their access to the Father.
2. Moreover, the Bible is clear that under the New Covenant there is only one High Priest that all of us must draw near to. Heb 4:14-16 (READ) – “us” indicates all Christians, including the writer. All of us are call upon to draw near with confidence to the throne of grace where our High Priest sits. This is not just a privilege given to pastors.
3.
Furthermore, James explicitly says that the prayers of the righteous, and not just pastors, are effectual – James 5:16 (READ). Therefore, it should not surprise that Paul did not only prayer for Christians but he also asked that they pray for him. This indicates that Paul viewed the prayers of ordinary Christians as effectual.  
C. However, this does not cancel out the clear biblical teaching that ministers of God’s word have a special responsibility to intercede for those whom they minister to. 
1. God has vested that duty upon them. And the nature of their work as pastors, elders, or overseers indicate that they are in the best position to know each member so as to pray and intercede for them. 
2. Eugene Bradford: “The conclusion is inescapable, then, that although there is no peculiar efficacy attaching to the prayers of the ministers of the gospel, he dare not take up the ministrations of his office without unceasing prayer that God would seal his efforts with heavenly blessings....It has been established beyond any doubt that the minister is not in any sense a mediator Furthermore, it should be evident that he has no special call to engage in intercessory prayer in disjunction from the other duties of his office. Like all Christians, he should pray for his brethren and for the unsaved. But unlike other Christians, he has been called to a special office and must engage in special duties which cannot be performed acceptably unless he regularly engages in prayer on behalf of those toward whom his official duties are directed.” (Intercessory Prayer: 15,16). 
Trans:
That leads us now, thirdly to...
III.
SOME PRACTICAL GUIDELINES IN THE IMPLIMENTATION OF THIS DUTY
A.
If you are a pastor, then know the condition of the flock that the Holy Spirit has made you an overseer.
1.
There are thinks we can pray for all Christian evens if we do not know them personally. However, these prayers would have to be very general. In order to intercede specifically and earnestly for God’s people, you must know them with some degree of intimacy. 

2.
And you will know God’s people through informal social interactions and not just in personal oversights. So rob shoulders with God’s people. Interact with them even in “out of church” activities.
3.
In this connection, seek also the input of your fellow-pastors, if you have any. There might things your fellow-pastors know about a member that you do not know.
B.
If you are a pastor, then it would be helpful to make a list of the members and pray over that list, as you remember each of their personal needs and concerns.

1.
You do not have to go through the entire list every day. But a good practice would be to go over the list at least once a week. This practice will ensure that you have prayed for each before the day of worship and instruction begins.
2.
Some members need more prayer at certain times than others. But no one should be neglected. Therefore, having a prayer list would be helpful.

C.
Study the pastoral prayers recorded in the NT and even in the OT in order to inform and enrich your prayers for God’s people.
1. 
OT – Moses, Samuel, Nehemiah, Ezra
2.
NT – The Lord’s Prayer, the Pastoral prayers of Paul

D.
Stick to your plan, even if the fruits of it are not immediately visible. If you persevere, you will see the fruits of your labor. For the effectual prayers of a righteous man can accomplish much (James 5:16b). 
Conclusion – That ends our consideration of the first dimension of the church’s task of nurturing God’s people – pastoral nurture. In our next lecture, we will consider the other dimension – congregational nurture. 
